
  

  

Advent Story Nurses 

by Greg Snyder 
 

  

 

Who volunteers to work for you on Christmas Day? 

 

When I was a child, my mother worked most of her career as a 
secretary in several departments in a hospital. She did not work in 
healthcare, but she was surrounded by doctors, nurses, and other 
healthcare workers all the time. It was a large public hospital which 
cared for people who had no other places to go to be cared for. 

  

 

Nurses at Douglas County Hospital (Omaha, Neb.), Christmas 2010 

  



We lived in a city in the Midwest that was, by far, predominantly 
Christian. My mother often told me stories about happenings at the 
hospital. The story I remember most fondly was how full of awe she’d 
be every year when the Jewish nurses volunteered to work extra shifts 
on Christmas Day so that other nurses could have the day off to spend 
with their families. Even though this happened every year, my mother 
was always greatly impressed by their kindness and sacrifice. 
 

As she would tell me this story, my mother made it clear to me that 
she thought that those nurses were performing their own miracles 
every Christmastime. When I was a child and heard this story, I 
remember thinking how “Christian” the actions of the nurses were. 
 

I like to think of Christmas being broader than just for Christians. So 
during Advent, when I recall the story of Christ’s birth, I remember 
this story from way back in my childhood. It helps me to remember 
that we all perform miracles, even if we don’t think we are.  

 
 

Advent Scripture Reference Lectionary 

Psalm 146:5-10; 1 Samuel 2:1-8; Luke 3:1-18 

 

Advent Hymn Reflection 

“The Holly and the Ivy” 

British folk Christmas carol, performed by Natalie Cole (1994) 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Yos3bgxJmFNP4HZFmMdrIGibH1z-FYkaLOFcUaH_svM3kg7R0WCfaNwc2IAbgFPHVsR_gkrsBoIudv6zai4XNFf34RZw5Q_H8vQOjomdUH_MNlKwlVmmz2fLLP3tJ6dhuvZND9LWJQPwVMkwE7zmFrvb0vkDApHJSMXzBDX0a03Lo0HHhDZMd2pAVeVamdnFDgZHvZL7u_HaphVnS-ioZ97PL0Cl9vMb-RulSs2fie0=&c=JvJgGut0FX9tnLoUNsvZ_ByAUgEN8wfk_h8FY58WHrTWJlV2e_kZLw==&ch=BNJZmoeP9AeZ_ZrPG09rGdB7Ow4n1OifpVl66LxW42jAO5LBoa3JFA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Yos3bgxJmFNP4HZFmMdrIGibH1z-FYkaLOFcUaH_svM3kg7R0WCfaDE7SlgXiP4xJnS9YTjxF_AjC2hoRgkb3ViSlFUsY7AKHR2S76FkoabtdH7fqqGBX9zSS_49IwNdM45SX1ka6OMwEul94-kI6WrUgnogDD0zPMX2VBPa5OFYl7Oh9kRGSJU5KN4VZCXUpP222-eOiUOafjKRmB0eAqq815FbqqIKypXCIZZ5aop94Qpfg-q4zw==&c=JvJgGut0FX9tnLoUNsvZ_ByAUgEN8wfk_h8FY58WHrTWJlV2e_kZLw==&ch=BNJZmoeP9AeZ_ZrPG09rGdB7Ow4n1OifpVl66LxW42jAO5LBoa3JFA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Yos3bgxJmFNP4HZFmMdrIGibH1z-FYkaLOFcUaH_svM3kg7R0WCfaDE7SlgXiP4x1XoChb_Fxb5-3-irLZu8MeOvWSpaD-BYL_jmJzzGSPHg7YedC32RegKzQN4k7bkiI0oW5TWERol-wRaPHxxLBWnxIDdHXX978g3xzy3BzTsv9oiNoVfkx-rLYjXoPUo9JPfG9kwH39La7KuNd55sdry3t0F-V6ewIOHT9G2f0qU=&c=JvJgGut0FX9tnLoUNsvZ_ByAUgEN8wfk_h8FY58WHrTWJlV2e_kZLw==&ch=BNJZmoeP9AeZ_ZrPG09rGdB7Ow4n1OifpVl66LxW42jAO5LBoa3JFA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Yos3bgxJmFNP4HZFmMdrIGibH1z-FYkaLOFcUaH_svM3kg7R0WCfaDE7SlgXiP4xgbH9dNWTUPfD9TMUyhCfdM_r7FMdNplMsP-FNNNaGJw281kZ4dvc-36_tOElOQGodxTm5rD5xodsqOMXj1X6hg==&c=JvJgGut0FX9tnLoUNsvZ_ByAUgEN8wfk_h8FY58WHrTWJlV2e_kZLw==&ch=BNJZmoeP9AeZ_ZrPG09rGdB7Ow4n1OifpVl66LxW42jAO5LBoa3JFA==
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Yos3bgxJmFNP4HZFmMdrIGibH1z-FYkaLOFcUaH_svM3kg7R0WCfaDE7SlgXiP4xgbH9dNWTUPfD9TMUyhCfdM_r7FMdNplMsP-FNNNaGJw281kZ4dvc-36_tOElOQGodxTm5rD5xodsqOMXj1X6hg==&c=JvJgGut0FX9tnLoUNsvZ_ByAUgEN8wfk_h8FY58WHrTWJlV2e_kZLw==&ch=BNJZmoeP9AeZ_ZrPG09rGdB7Ow4n1OifpVl66LxW42jAO5LBoa3JFA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Yos3bgxJmFNP4HZFmMdrIGibH1z-FYkaLOFcUaH_svM3kg7R0WCfaGZpZ0qJ0sdCpCodhyX_0I-45WsbnqqBzevkGRDT-41iP9Nf9O__6Q9OHDkIxa8y48VkfL2T1VmHNLETjUFFROOzsAgR_kfpBBoQla9MFtjnDy2IokLOGyY=&c=JvJgGut0FX9tnLoUNsvZ_ByAUgEN8wfk_h8FY58WHrTWJlV2e_kZLw==&ch=BNJZmoeP9AeZ_ZrPG09rGdB7Ow4n1OifpVl66LxW42jAO5LBoa3JFA==
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Yos3bgxJmFNP4HZFmMdrIGibH1z-FYkaLOFcUaH_svM3kg7R0WCfaInYwc_WRE0rN6RCTZOJnGFe5o6KTsP5uq_Tv4lqC6Wt-HHyb3HE0qks3VHlJHbZGJ7tvbbVpfUMkXJXzBs6NGkMUuiZMrYWpb8ODVxZFbYZ3AIThbAbR7Q=&c=JvJgGut0FX9tnLoUNsvZ_ByAUgEN8wfk_h8FY58WHrTWJlV2e_kZLw==&ch=BNJZmoeP9AeZ_ZrPG09rGdB7Ow4n1OifpVl66LxW42jAO5LBoa3JFA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Yos3bgxJmFNP4HZFmMdrIGibH1z-FYkaLOFcUaH_svM3kg7R0WCfaIecHa7WWPaGvk2Y70U6UJP-9eEeXA-ci98E0JXcHI9gAWXDWEdbSS6YaHWwJaxG219NRUA6OKaqYxzorlznJ45wDZEKfC_uQe6Z5OzMandm&c=JvJgGut0FX9tnLoUNsvZ_ByAUgEN8wfk_h8FY58WHrTWJlV2e_kZLw==&ch=BNJZmoeP9AeZ_ZrPG09rGdB7Ow4n1OifpVl66LxW42jAO5LBoa3JFA==

